request for art proposals

Issaquah Arts Commission

Enriching the Arts in Our Community

January 15, 2008
Proposal

The City of Issaquah plans to purchase five to eight works of art during 2008.  The City has many attractive sites for the display and viewing of works of art.  Most locations are within city parks adjacent to well traveled walking paths and/or roadways.

Nearly 200,000 people visit Issaquah the first week in October for the annual Salmon Days Festival.  Other well-attended activities include the summer Concert on the Green series, monthly Art Walks and plays at the regionally recognized Village Theater.  Issaquah is working to maintain a vibrant downtown with restaurants, well-lighted streets and ample walking paths. 

PROJECTS

· Outdoor sculptures large enough to be seen from a distance, and representing high artistic value and craftsmanship.  Sculptures must be designed for outdoor viewing and maintenance.  For safety reasons, each piece must be securely installed and present no major risk factors, especially for children.  The installation site will be selected by the Issaquah Arts Commission in cooperation with the Issaquah Parks and Recreation Department with advice from the artist. 

· Indoor art, such as paintings, smaller sculptures, cloth art, video installations, and so forth, for placement in highly visible indoor locations. 

· Landscape art, including such things as meditative spaces; artistic uses of trees, brush, flowers or berms; artistic walkways; or sculpture gardens combining landscape art and sculpture.  Artists may suggest specific locations for the proposed art, but the final location will be selected by the Issaquah Arts Commission in cooperation with other city departments with advice from the artist. 
Artist compensation
The terms and conditions of art purchased by the City of Issaquah will be negotiated based on the value of each piece of art.  In order for compensation to occur; the Issaquah arts commission must recommend the purchase to the city administration and City Council. The City Council must approve funding and a contract must be signed by all parties. All provisions of the contract must be met prior to any payment.

method of selection
The selection panel may include representatives of the Issaquah Arts Commission, the Issaquah Parks Board, the Issaquah Parks and Recreation Department and the City of Issaquah’s Risk Manager and interested city residents.  This is an open competition process available to all Northwest artists, with consideration being given to the demonstrated ability of the artist to enter into a contractual agreement with a public entity and to complete the agreements on schedule and within budget.

Key criteria for the selection process will include art of the highest quality, the artwork's relationship to the Issaquah environment, and the maintainability of the piece or pieces.   The permanence/durability of the piece will be considered.  Safety of the design and installation will also be a factor.

There are no preconceptions related to themes or media. All finalists will be interviewed either in person or via telephone.

Artists are encouraged to visit the City of Issaquah.  Images of Issaquah can be found on the City of Issaquah’s web site: www.ci.issaquah.wa.us 

schedule

· Entry submittals must be received by the City of Issaquah by Friday, March 28, 2008 at 5:00 PM (not a postmark).  

· Preliminary screening will take place in early April.

· Finalists will be notified by April 30, 2008.

· Contract negotiations with selected artists will be finalized by May 23, 2008.

· Art dedication and installation will be June 2008.

entry submittals

· Current Resume

· Up to 20 images of work completed and available for June 2008 installation. Images may be printed, or electronic on a CD. 

· A directory to the images with title, date, medium, size and selling price. 

· A self-addressed stamped envelope to return the submittal materials if you wish your materials returned to you.

submittal
	Submit entry to:  Steve Gierke

US Mail

City of Issaquah

PO Box 1307

Issaquah, WA 98027

Deliver to:

City of Issaquah

130 E Sunset Way

Issaquah, WA 98027
	For additional information contact:

Steve Gierke

425-837-3022

Sdgierke@comcast.net
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